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Blue Skies, Warmer Weather
ASHLEIGH HILL | THE PARTHENON

DIPLOMACY IN ACTION
U.S. Dept. of
State to offer
informational
session
By HAYLEE ROBERTS

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University Career Services is giving students
a chance to put diplomacy in
action. The United States Department of State is offering an
informational session to Marshall students Wednesday.
The informational session will
give students the opportunity to
learn about internships and careers in foreign affairs with the
U.S. Department of State.
The informational session
will include a presentation by
an ambassador and a recruiter
for the U.S. Department of State.
The DOS is looking to share

information about job descriptions in foreign affairs and
target their message towards
political science, international
relations, world history, economics and foreign languages
majors.
Kaitlyn Richmond, sophomore education major, said the
event struck her interest.
“Although I am an education
major, I have thought about going to another country to teach
or teach foreign students who
come into the U.S., and this just
seemed really interesting when
I heard about it,” Richmond
said.
The U.S. Department of State,
often referred to as the State
Department, is the United
States federal executive department that is responsible for
international relations in the
United States.
The department is located in
Washington, D.C., where it operates the diplomatic missions of
the U.S. abroad and controls most

diplomacy
efforts
in
the country.
The department is lead by
the Secretary of State.
The info session is offered to
any student who is interested
in career opportunities in foreign affairs.
Debby Stoler, assistant director of development and
outreach in Career Services,
said the event is a great opportunity for a wide variety of
Marshall students.
“We want to offer students
information and glimpses into
a wide variety of careers while
they are students here,” Stoler
said. “Information sessions
such as this one offer the opportunity to come and learn
about companies, organizations and career paths.”
The U.S. Department of State
called upon Marshall to let them
give the informational session.

federal student aid programs.
“The disclosures aren’t specifically all about financial aid,”
Bialk said. “They’re about an
institution over all.”
The information in the disclosure includes financial
aid, retention rates, student
body diversity, textbook requirements, crime statistics,
completion and graduation
and transfer out rates and several other reports.
Bialk said she thinks the
website has a lot of information, but it is what the Higher
Education Opportunity act
requires.
“I think it’s very important to disclose information,
but it’s so much information
that some of it might not be
relevant,” Bialk said. “The information might get lost in the
shuffle and the student might
not look at it at all, and we do
not have a choice in the matter.
We’re required to disclose it by
law.”
McGuffey said the university did not always have to
add the current amount of
information.
“We’ve always had to provide

certain information,” McGuffey
said. “They’ve upped it and
added quite a bit of additional
information we are required to
provide.
McGuffey said the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act is the national privacy
statute that lists what information is directory — such as
names, majors and class status
— that the university can give
out about students, or what information is confidential.
McGuffey said the Higher
Education Opportunity Act
required a net cost calculator
for students to check their net
cost for attendance.
McGuffey said the information on the website can be
helpful to students.
“It’s mostly so students
can make informed decisions
about where they go to school
and attending that certain
school,” McGuffey said.
The website, www.marshall.
edu/disclosures,
includes
links to the information each
department has disclosed.
Jessica Patterson can be
contacted at patterson73@
marshall.edu.

See SESSION | Page 5

Bridge program assists students in transition to college
ILLUSTRATION BY SAMUEL SPECIALE | THE PARTHENON

By TAYLOR STUCK

THE PARTHENON
If you do not feel prepared
for the challenge of college,
you are not alone. Studies
have shown that students
across the nation are not prepared for college and Marshall
University is finding ways to
help its students adjust to the
strain of college.
The
Marshall
Summer
Bridge Program is a two-week
workshop for incoming freshman that are not eligible for
the developmental, gateway,
math or English classes based
on their ACT and SAT scores.
“It’s for students to come in
for a two-week crash course to
get them through their remediation, take a placement test
and get them to the gateway

math or English,” Corley Dennison, associate vice president
of Academic Affairs, said.
The program is free to
students, and students also
have the opportunity to stay
on campus for free and take
part in orientation. Marshall
faculty members teach the
courses.
Last summer, 188 incoming freshman took part in
the first Summer Bridge program. Dennison said Marshall
started the program after
about 40 percent of students
in last year’s freshman class
were placed in the remediation classes Math 098, Math
099 and English 099.
“We really tried to encourage students to come and
take their remedial classes,”

Dennison said.
According to collegeathome.
com, more than 2.2 million college freshman across America
must take a remedial course
to learn high school material,
costing taxpayers $5.6 billion
dollars to pay for the courses.
Jordan Hancock, freshman
primary education major from
Milton, W.Va., and Carolyn
Browning, freshman elementary education major from
Milton, W.Va., said they were
not prepared for college the
first time around.
“Last time I didn’t take it
very seriously,” Hancock said.
“This time I feel better prepared because I know what
I’m in for.”

See BRIDGE | Page 5

MU discloses consumer information online SRC sponsors ‘Money, Money, Money’ event
By JESSICA PATTERSON

THE PARTHENON
The Consumer Information
and Disclosure for Marshall
University has been released
online.
Michael McGuffey, director
of institutional research and
planning, said the disclosure
includes information the university is required to provide to
students, faculty and the public
and information the university
feels students and faculty need
to know to make an informed
decision about certain aspects
of their lives at Marshall.
“What we’ve done is gathered all of these individual
pieces of information into a
single webpage where you can
get to any of the information
we’re required to provide to
students,” McGuffey said.
McGuffey’s office sent an
email about the Consumer Information and Disclosure to
students and faculty this past
week.
Kathy Bialk, director of student financial assistance at
Marshall, said the disclosures
are required of all institutions
who participate in Title IV

THE PARTHENON
It is a stereotype that college students tend
to not have a lot of money. Therefore, it is important for them to know how to manage the
money they do have.
“Money, Money, Money,” an event focused
on providing Marshall University students
with financial instruction, is sponsored by the
Marshall University Student Resource Center.
Located on the second floor of the Memorial
Student Center, the event will offer two sessions Wednesday at noon and 2 p.m.
Sarah Craiger, resource specialist, said the
event is discussion based with some activities
based on student interests.
“I usually ask the group of students that attend what they are most interested in learning
about and then focus my presentation on that

INSIDE: NEWS, 2 | SPORTS, 3 | OPINION, 4 | LIFE!, 6 HIGH 47°

topic area,” Craiger said. “Some topic areas include creating a spending plan, understanding
credit and credit cards, savings and loans and
understanding student loans.”
The SRC staff wants students to be aware of
their finances.
Craiger said the SRC realized students make
decisions without knowing why they make the
choice.
“We want students to have the knowledge
they need to make the right choices about their
money now, because these financial decisions
follow you for the rest of your life,” Craiger said.
Marshall University students have the chance
to find answers to their questions in regards to
their finances.
The Parthenon can be contacted at parthenon@marshall.edu.

Senior Night
>More on Sports
LEFT: Senior center Nigel Spikes
dunks against ECU in this file
photo.
RIGHT: Senior forward Dennis
Tinnon battles for position
against a UAB defender.
PHOTOS BY MARCUS CONSTANTINO
THE PARTHENON
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Obama ‘not bluffing’ on Iran, Biden says
By CHRISTI PARSONS
and MICHAEL MEMOLI

TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU
(MCT)
President Barack Obama is
"not bluffing" when he vows
that he will not allow Iran to get
a nuclear weapon, Vice President Joe Biden said Monday in
a speech that put a heavy emphasis on winning consensus
on that view from the rest of the
world.
Speaking to supporters of
Israel, Biden reiterated that
"all options, including military
force" are on the table as the U.S.
works to prevent Iran's acquisition of nuclear weapons.
"We are not looking for war,"
Biden told the American Israel

Public Affairs Committee at a
policy conference.
It is "critically important for the
whole world to know we did everything in our power ... to avoid
any confrontation," he said. If it
comes to that, he said, "it's important that the rest of the world is
with us."
Biden didn't change the stated
policy of the United States, or
even the administration's talking
points, in his morning remarks.
But his comments come as
Obama plans a trip to Israel this
month meant to reaffirm his commitment to Israel and, tacitly, to
reassure the Israeli people and
their leaders in the wake of his
own re-election and that of Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

"I learned it's never a good
idea ... to steal the president's
thunder," the vice president
joked, explaining the president
would expand on Biden's remarks during his visit.
In his comments, Biden hit the
key policy points his audience
wanted to hear, restating U.S.
commitment to the Iron Dome
defense program and opposition to unilateral efforts by the
Palestinian Authority to gain affirmation for statehood status.
He called on the world to treat
Hezbollah as a "terrorist organization, period," condemned
efforts to de-legitimize Israel and
backed the country's right to impose a trade blockade.
Obama will be in Israel just

before Passover and plans meetings both in Jerusalem and in
Ramallah. He is expected to give
one major address to the region,
roughly four years after he began
his outreach to the Muslim world
in a trip to Cairo.
Obama is also likely to meet
with young Israelis who are eager to hear directly from him in
the wake of tense election-year
relations between Obama and
Netanyahu.
The vice president, who also
spoke to the AIPAC conference
in 2009 as the administration
began its first term, downplayed
any apparent tension.
"I've been around a long
time. I've been there for a lot of
prime ministers. We've always

US, Afghan officials at odds
over fate of military bases

CAROLYN COLE | MCT

At forward operating base Naghlu, an American soldier keeps watch on the tower above, as Afghan National Army soldiers go through their daily routine.
By SHASHANK BENGALI

TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU
(MCT)
Late last year, before leaving Forward Operating Base
Tillman for the last time, U.S.
troops took apart every inch
of the remote outpost near the
border with Pakistan, from the
dirt-packed barricades to the
flat-screen TVs in the intelligence center.
Mohibullah Samim, the governor of Paktika province,
where the base was located,
called it a waste. "I was against
dismantling it," he said. "It
would have been better to hand
it over to the Afghan army to
keep the border area safe."
The mountaintop outpost _
named for the late NFL playerturned-Army
Ranger
Pat
Tillman _ was long a potent
symbol of the American war
effort, and military commanders worried that it would be a
prime target for Islamist insurgents to seize after U.S. troops
departed.
But now it is a symbol of the
American withdrawal and the
behind-the-scenes debate over
how best to provide for the Afghan forces who will soon be
fully responsible for defending
their country from the Taliban
militants who seek to recapture
it.
As the U.S.-led military coalition begins to bring home most
of its 100,000 troops and tens
of billions of dollars in equipment, coalition officials are
negotiating with Afghanistan
over whether to raze or hand
over the hundreds of checkpoints, guard towers, isolated
outposts and sprawling bases

that American and NATO forces
built to wage the 11-year war.
In weekly meetings, Afghans
have urged the coalition not to
demolish any more bases, arguing that they could continue to
serve as security installations
or be converted into facilities
the government can't afford to
build, such as schools. But while
many bases are being handed
over, U.S. commanders have
told Afghan officials that dozens, including Tillman, would
have been too challenging to
sustain given Afghanistan's
limited capabilities once most
foreign troops return home by
the end of 2014.
For some Afghans, the loss of
these outposts highlights the
uneasy reality that they will
carry on the war against the
Taliban with fewer facilities and
far less firepower. Afghan soldiers and police have watched
as bases are disassembled, no
doubt realizing that coalition
troops will be the next to go.
"Even if these bases are remote, at some point they served
a security benefit," said Ameen
Habibi, a senior Finance Ministry official involved in the talks.
"They can continue to serve
that purpose."
But coalition officials worry
that Afghans will leave strategic outposts unprotected, and
perhaps let them fall into enemy hands. They say they're
trying to hand over only the infrastructure that Afghan forces
will be able to supply and
maintain.
The Afghans' "instinct was,
at the beginning of this, 'Turn
over all your facilities to us and
anything you don't want, like

Humvees or whatever, leave
those behind,' " said a U.S. official who requested anonymity
to discuss the talks.
"And we said that's the
wrong approach. If we were
to do that you'd spend all your
time, energy and money figuring out what to do with this
stuff and how to run it and
how to maintain it because
you don't have the capacity to
do that."
The United States has spent
more than $50 billion on
training, housing and equipping a force of Afghan soldiers
and police that's expected to
reach a combined strength of
352,000. It was expected to
shrink by one-third after 2014
because of concerns that Afghanistan couldn't support
the cost, but NATO countries
now are considering pouring
in more money to sustain the
larger force through 2018.
Even as their ranks grow,
however, the Afghans' logistical shortcomings persist. They
rely on U.S. planes for nearly all
air operations. As of June, Afghan forces had filled less than
40 percent of operations and
maintenance jobs and lacked
personnel trained to manage
water, sewage and electrical
systems, an audit by the U.S.
Special Inspector General for
Afghanistan
Reconstruction
reported.
U.S. officials say that some
bases they've ceded to the Afghan government already have
been abandoned or fallen into
disrepair. Afghans complain
that coalition forces have been
too hasty to tear down facilities and in some cases have

simply abandoned equipment
they no longer want.
"Even if the foreigners invested $1, that shouldn't be
wasted," said Habibi, the finance official, who co-chairs
a joint NATO-Afghan commission on base closures. The
group was established last
year after Afghan officials
found that coalition forces
had dismantled an unknown
number of military facilities
without informing them.
"We hope, as we go forward, to make sure that no
more bases are destroyed at
all," he said.
As of Feb. 1, the coalition
had handed over 376 checkpoints, camps, bases and
other facilities to the Afghan
government while closing
243 other sites. The disposition of 193 other bases _
including most of the largest ones _ will be determined
in negotiations that could
stretch into 2014. Most of the
bases that survive will remain
security facilities, Afghan officials said, while plans call
for others to be converted to
schools or restored to agricultural land.
Several bases have been
shuttered along the rugged
Pakistani border, where coalition forces watched _ and
routinely took fire from _ insurgents operating on both
sides of the frontier. U.S. officials say those sites, wedged
into mountainsides and requiring helicopters to access,
would have been extremely
difficult for Afghan forces to
man and equip given their
limited air assets.
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disagreed on tactics," he said.
"But ladies and gentlemen, we
have never disagreed on the strategic imperative that Israel must
be able to protect its own, must
be able to do it on its own, and
we must always stand with Israel
to be sure that can happen."
Biden also made similar allusions to his long career in public
office, and what he described as
his personal commitment to Israel and to the powerful political
force of AIPAC.
"I did more fundraisers for
AIPAC in the '70s and early '80s
than _ just about as many as anybody," he said.
He closed with a story about
his first meeting as a senator
with then-Prime Minister Golda

Meir that affirmed that commitment, which drew a standing
ovation from the audience.
"Our job is to make sure ...
that there's always an Israel,
that there's always a secure Israel, and there's an Israel that
can care for itself," he said.
Biden was speaking to an
audience wary of the administration's position on Iran
and the Middle East. Sen. John
McCain, R-Ariz., got hearty applause from the group when
he criticized the administration for not being sufficiently
pro-Israel.
"We need members of the
national security team who are
pro-Israel, not anti-Israel," McCain said.

Arrival of 12 cardinals needed
before conclave can begin
By ALVISE ARMENELLI

(MCT)
Twelve cardinals still have
to arrive in Rome before a
conclave to elect a new pope
can be called, the Vatican said
on Monday.
The papal election process started with a General
Congregation of Cardinals, a
preliminary round of talks, on
Monday morning. The meeting was attended by 103 out
of the 115 cardinals expected
to be tasked with choosing a
new pontiff.
"The others will arrive
between today and tomorrow," Vatican spokesman the
Rev. Federico Lombardi told
reporters.
The conclave can start
only after all cardinal electors, coming from all over the
world, are in place, meaning
that a decision about the start
date could come as early as
Tuesday. The conclave will be
held in the world-famous Sistine Chapel.
The Catholic Church is
looking for a new leader after Benedict XVI retired last
week. The 85-year-old, the
first pope to resign in 600
years, said he was too frail to
continue the job. He has since
retired outside Rome and will
not return to the Vatican until
his successor is chosen.

The aim is to have a new
pontiff by Easter, which this
year falls on March 31. U.S.
Cardinal
Roger
Mahony
posted on Twitter Sunday
that the process could be over
in less than two weeks.
There is no clear favorite.
One likely contender among
the Italian candidates is the
archbishop of Milan, Angelo Scola. But there is also a
chance there will be a non-European pope for the first time
since the eight century.
"Christianity is on the rise
in Africa and Asia, especially
in the Philippines, and in Latin
America. The cardinals will
have to verify what is happening and act accordingly,"
French Cardinal Paul Joseph
Jean Poupard said in an interview with Corriere della Sera.
"The question of whether
the next pope should come
from Latin America is likely
to be prominent," the head of
the German Episcopal Conference, Archbishop Robert
Zollitsch, told the German
news agency dpa. "I can very
well imagine a pope from another continent. The time is
ripe."
In the first session Monday, cardinals took an oath of
secrecy and agreed to send a
message of homage to Benedict, Lombardi said.

NRA puts its name on Texas
Motor Speedway’s April race
By CARLOS MENDEZ

FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM
(MCT)
The National Rifle Association,
a touchstone for gun-rights advocates in a national debate about
gun control after the Sandy Hook
shootings, is putting its name on
the NASCAR Sprint Cup race at
Texas Motor Speedway in April.
The NRA 500 will be the name
of the race scheduled for April
13 at the 1.5-mile track, part of a
one-year deal announced Monday by speedway president Eddie
Gossage.
“The NRA has been involved
in the sport for several years and
a partner of Speedway Motorsports, Inc., for many years in
various aspects, and this race entitlement is just another extension
of that business relationship. We
look forward to another successful partnership with the NRA for
our April race week of activities,”
Gossage said in a news release.
The news release did not mention the December shootings at
Newtown, Conn., where 26 students and staff at Sandy Hook
Elementary were killed by a
shooter with an assault rifle. Last
week at the Daytona 500, driver

Michael Waltrip drove a car sponsored by the Sandy Hook School
Support Fund.
The NRA sponsored a NASCAR
Nationwide Series race in Atlanta
last September, the “NRA American Warrior 300.”
The latest announcement was
made at Media Day at Texas Motor Speedway, where drivers
Ricky Stenhouse Jr., Travis Pastrana and James Buescher met
with reporters to promote the
race weekend. In a video message,
NRA executive vice president
Wayne LaPierre said, “The NRA
500 is the latest announcement
in the long history of a growing
partnership between the NRA,
Speedway Motorsports and the
NASCAR community.”
Texas Motor Speedway said the
NRA has contributed more than
$500,000 to the track’s Texas
Chapter of Speedway Children’s
Charities. Speedway Motorsporsts, Inc. is the owner of TMS.
The TMS spring Sprint Cup
race had been sponsored by Samsung Mobile 500.
The NRA 500 is scheduled for 7
p.m. CDT on April 13, a Saturday
prime time start that makes it the
season’s first night race.
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EAST DIVISION

MEN’S BASKETBALL STANDINGS

C-USA

W
MEMPHIS
14
SOUTHERN MISS 11
UCF
8
EAST CAROLINA 7
UAB
7
MARSHALL
5

Overall
L
0
3
6
7
7
9

W
25
22
19
16
15
12

			
L
4
7
10
11
14
17

WEST DIVISION

C-USA

UTEP
TULSA
TULANE
HOUSTON
SMU
RICE

W
9
7
6
5
4
1

Overall
L
5
7
8
9
10
13

W
16
15
18
16
14
5

			
L
12
13
11
11
14
23
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Men’s basketball set for Senior Night
By KYLE GIBSON

THE PARTHENON
The Cam Henderson Center
will see Dennis Tinnon, Nigel
Spikes and Robert Goff for
the final time in competitive action Tuesday on
senior night against
Conference USA foe
Southern Miss.
The Herd is
coming off a
103-76 loss to
Houston on Saturday and currently
stands at a 12-17
overall record and 5-9
conference
record.
Southern Miss has won
4 of its last 5 games
and is ranked 2 in the
Conference USA East
Division with an 11-3
conference
record

and 22-7 overall record.
The result from the first
meeting between the two this
season was one of the worst
losses in Herd history. The
Golden Eagles beat Marshall
102-46 in Hattiesburg on January 23.
“We’ve got to play at a much
better level competitively,” Herrion said. “ Our Competitive
nature is paramount. We’ve got
to match their physicality and
play at a high level.”
Only one of the seniors, Nigel
Spikes, has played his entire
collegiate career at Marshall.
Spikes said that there have
been ups and downs, but ultimately he wouldn’t trade his
Marshall career.
“There’s been a lot that’s
gone on these past four years,”
Spikes said. “I’ve seen and been

through a lot, but it’s been good
and I wouldn’t take it back.”
Senior Dennis Tinnon transferred from junior college and
won a second year of eligibility
with Marshall from the NCAA
over last summer. Tinnon said he
was proud to play a part in Marshall’s successes over the past
two years and wants more in his
time remaining.
“It was exciting to know
that I helped us play a role
to help us get there,” Tinnon
said. “We’re struggling this
year, but I think we still have
a chance to get there and I’m
going to do anything in my
heart and in my power to help
us get these 3 or 4 games in a
row to get in the championship game and beat whoever
we need to play.”
Robert Goff was a fellow

junior college transfer, joining
the team along with Tinnon last
season. Goff said that the emotions will be running high when
he takes the floor tomorrow.
“There are going to be a lot of
emotions,” Goff said. “I’ve been
trying not to cry, but it means a
lot to me.”
Goff also said that he never
saw college basketball as part
of his future.
“Growing up in Indiana, I
never thought I’d play in college, ever. So, just being able to
be graduating is an accomplishment for me,” Goff said.
Herrion said that even
though they are all part of the
same unit now, the journey of
his seniors getting to Marshall
was completely different for
each.
“They all had to take different

SENIOR NIGHT

paths and roads just getting
here and then since they’ve
been here their paths have
been very different,” Herrion
said.
Marshall is led in scoring by
the combination of Elijah Pittman and DeAndre Kane, who
average 16 and 15 points per
game, respectively. Dwayne
Davis leads Southern Miss in
scoring with 14 points per
game, but the team is led in
minutes and assists by guard
Neil Watson.
The game will be airing on
CBS Sports Network, which
moves the game from the usual
Wednesday night slot. Tip-off
of senior night is set for 7 p.m.
in the Cam Henderson Center.
Kyle Gibson can be contacted
at
gibson210@
marshall.edu.
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NIGEL SPIKES

CAREER STATS

GAMES PLAYED: 119
POINTS PER GAME: 4.3
REB’S PER GAME: 5.1
BLOCKS: 115
STEALS: 58
ASSISTS: 37

Spikes is the only member of the 2013
senior class that has spent his entire
college career with the Herd. The Fort
Lauderdale, Fla., native sat out the 200809 season as a prop 48, but became a
fixture for the Herd after that. Spikes had
a career high 13 points against MSU on
Nov, 28, 2012, while pulling down a career

high 19 rebounds against Ohio University
on March 15, 2011. Spikes missed the first
six games of the 2011-2012 season with a
lower leg injury, but returned to provide
solid minutes for a team that made it to
the C-USA championship game and an
NIT appearance. Spikes is majoring in
marketing.

DENNIS TINNON
Tinnon, a native of Green Bay,
Wis., joined the Thundering
Herd in 2011 as a JUCO transfer
after recording 22.6 points
and 13.3 rebounds per game
for Kansas City Community
College. Herd Head Coach Tom
Herrion has many times called
Tinnon the best low-post scorer

on the team. Tinnon matched a
career high in points with 24 on
Nov. 24, 2012 against Nevada,
while he pulled down a career
high 19 rebounds against UAB
Jan. 11, 2012. Rebounding is
a point of pride with Tinnon,
whom ranked third in C-USA in
rebounding and was one of just

TINNON

21 players in the nation who
averaged a double-double last
season. The 2012 Conference
USA tournament was perhaps
Tinnon’s best play. He was
named to the All-Tournament
team and reset the tournament
rebounding record with 44.

CAREER STATS

GAMES PLAYED: 64
POINTS PER GAME:
10.4
REB’S PER GAME: 9.7
BLOCKS: 19
STEALS:48
ASSISTS: 73
2012 ALL C-USA
DEFENSIVE TEAM

ROBERT GOFF

page designed and edited by WILL VANCE and ASHLEIGH HILL | vance162@marshall.edu hill281@marshall.edu

F

PHOTOS BY MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON

OF

rebounds. In 2012-13 Goff’s
season was hampered by
injury, but has still been able
to contribute 3.9 points and
3.5 rebounds a game for the
Herd.

G

Goff, a native of Indianapolis,
Ind., joined the Thundering
Herd in 2011 as a JUCO
transfer after recording 9.1
points and 6.2 rebounds a
game for Hutchinson (Ks.)
Community College. Along
with fellow JUCO forward
Dennis Tinnon, Goff has been
a reliable post defender for
the Thundering Herd. Goff’s
best game came against the
Belmont Bears on Dec. 19,
2011, when he scored 14
points and pulled down 11

2012 ALL C-USA
TOURNAMENT TEAM

CAREER STATS

GAMES PLAYED: 61
POINTS PER GAME: 5.1
REB’S PER GAME: 4.1
BLOCKS: 58
STEALS: 26
ASSISTS: 32

261209
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ONLINE POLLS

ABOUT US

Do you think Drinko Library
should be open 24/7?

The Parthenon, Marshall University’s student newspaper, is published
by students Mondays through Fridays during the regular semesters,
and weekly Thursdays during the summer.
The editorial staff is responsible for news and editorial content.

STAFF

JOHN GIBB

EXECUTIVE EDITOR

gibb@marshall.edu

RACHEL FORD

MANAGING EDITOR

ford80@marshall.edu

ASHLEIGH HILL

LIFE! EDITOR

hill281@marshall.edu

vance162@marshall.edu

ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

CAITIE SMITH
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Editorial: Decline in Nook sales means changes for tablets
Late last week, Barnes & Noble announced how much money Nook owners
have spent on e-books so far in 2013.
So far, Nook purchases have declined
26 percent from the same time period last
year, and the sales of the Nook are also declining. This is due to the rising popularity
of tablets.
The iPad was initially released in
2010, and was the front runner for the
exploding popularity of the new technology. Most tablets offer e-reader apps,
allowing users to have an e-reader at
their fingertips along with a miniature
computer.
The Nook and Amazon Kindle are among
the most popular e-readers, but that is not
stopping Apple and Android from releasing tablets that perform the same functions

as an e-reader — plus more.
Because of the businesses that produce e-readers also release apps for
smartphones and tablets doing the same
functions as the e-reader itself, it makes
the idea of a tablet that does more than
that, more appealing than a device that
does nothing but allows users to read
books electronically.
E-readers seem to be slowly dying because of the rising popularity of tablets,
which could be argued as a positive thing
for those who are purists when it comes to
books.
Books are a gem. Physical books are
things that have been around for hundreds
of years and have the abilities to show us
what life was like during times we could
never fathom living in.

Technology will one day fail us, and
while technology is still thriving, it will not
last forever.
What is the world going to do when
everything stored electronically is
corrupted and no longer able to be
retrieved?
Books should be on paper, not on tablets
or e-readers.
Yes, tablets are a good idea, but for a
more portable and convenient computer,
and students often use them as an alternative to printing out several pages for a class
reading. However, it should not serve as
a replacement for something that has no
flaws.
Books smell wonderful, tablets and ereaders smell like electronics. That is a fact
that simply cannot be argued.

Column

Fix flawed voting process
By WENDY WEISER

(MCT)
After the State of the Union,
the big question remains: Can
congressional Democrats and
Republicans put aside partisan
politics to seriously address the
major issues facing our country?
With the debt crisis ever looming
and judicial and executive nominees languishing, there is plenty
of opportunity for partisan rancor.
But there is one area where
politics should be — and, surprisingly, may be able to be
— tossed aside: voting.
In 2011 and 2012, we saw a
wave of states pass restrictive
laws that would have made it
harder for millions of eligible
Americans to vote. Citizens and
voting advocates mounted a
massive effort to push back and
ensure everyone could have
their say at the ballot box. In
state after state, courtroom after courtroom, the most serious
efforts to restrict the vote were
rolled back and voters won.
Already, plans to change Electoral College vote rules appear
to be dead in Florida, Ohio and
Virginia, where Republican governors and bipartisan groups of
legislators opposed the idea. (Unfortunately, this is not the case in
Pennsylvania.) And Florida Gov.
Rick Scott has said he wants to
expand polling place access and
extend his state’s early voting
days and hours — after he supported a law to cut them in 2011.
In the wake of the last election,
where we saw long lines, voting
machine shortages, voter registration failures, overwhelmed poll
workers, and voters turned away,
it is clearer than ever that we need
to upgrade our elections to ensure
our democracy remains free, fair
and accessible. As the president
said, “We have to fix that.”
Today we can make sure every
eligible voter who wants to be
registered is registered, everyone who wants to vote can, and
no one is turned away because of
long lines. All we need is national
leadership to prod three steps to
modernize our elections.
The first step is modernizing
voter registration. Most of the
country still relies on a 19thcentury paper-based system that

is inefficient and rife with errors.
The Pew Center on the States
found that one if four eligible citizens is not on the rolls, and one in
eight registration records has serious errors. When poll workers
have to rummage through reams
of paper to find names that have
been misspelled or included at
the wrong address, long lines
are exacerbated. In 2008, up to 3
million citizens tried to vote but
could not vote due to registration problems. Up to one-third of
unregistered citizens were registered at one point and fell off the
rolls when they moved.
We have the technology to add
50 million eligible citizens to the
rolls while improving accuracy
and security. Voters could register online or paperlessly with
public agencies. Their registrations would go with them when
they move. And failsafe protections would guard against abuse
and ensure no eligible voter is
left out. States that have implemented these reforms see fewer
errors, higher registration rates,
and, ultimately, a lower price —
modernizing saves millions. We
have no excuse not to do it.
Expanding early voting will
offer voters more convenience
and choice. Minimum national
standards for polling place access — strongly supported by
voters — can ensure nobody
has to wait more than an hour to
vote. It is inexcusable that some
voters waited for eight hours
because there were not enough
resources at the polling place
for an election to run smoothly.
Long lines cannot become
the lasting symbol of the American election system. We need
to invest in our democracy so
this does not happen in another
election cycle. The president
was right — our journey is not
complete until we make sure
every eligible American who
wants to vote is able to cast a
ballot that counts. Americans
want solutions to our problems, not partisanship. These
are American ideas to fix what’s
wrong. We can be an example
to the world, rather than a
cautionary tale — and demonstrate that on Election Day, all
Americans are truly all equal.

MCT CAMPUS

Column

Women’s History Month important for both genders
By JOCELYN GIBSON

COLUMNIST
Friday ushered in Women’s
History Month, an important
time to celebrate and discuss
women’s issues and accomplishments. It is also a time to
embrace feminism and display
our pride in being feminist
women on campus.
The most important aspect
of Women’s History Month is
the opportunity it presents to
delve deeper into the struggles
of our ancestors who fought
bravely for the rights we now
have.
It is essential to look back on
where we were to really appreciate how far we have come.
True, there is still a long road
ahead of us we are much closer
than we have been.
When we as women went
out to the voting booths last

fall, chances are our thoughts
were not centered on the fact
that a century has yet to pass
since we were granted that
right. We were not thinking of
the women who fought for us
nor the gratitude we should
have felt for them.
Women’s History Month,
however, grants us that opportunity — the time to reflect
back on the past with appreciation. It is the time for us to
think that we were able to do
that because 93 years ago our
fellow women recognized an
injustice and attacked it.
It is common for feminists
to look upon Women’s History
Month with disgust, because
of the idea that it suggests
women’s history is not of importance any other time I,
however, look upon it fondly. I
think of it as a time when there
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is an opportunity to win over
some people with thoughts
such as that.
I view it as an occasion to
celebrate, and to enlighten
the general public. Use it as
an excuse to bring up the
importance of women in historical contexts and today.
Use it as chance to educate the
ignorant. More people need
to know the role of women
in history, and sadly schools
don’t teach it.
It also provides a great opportunity for planning events
centered around women’s history. Such events give women a
chance to discuss how women
have shaped history and society and what they can do to
keep women’s place in society
vital and influencing.
Several activities contributing to Women’s History

Month will be held around
campus many of them held by
the Women’s Studies Student
Association.
WSSA will be holding a discussion entitled “A Beautiful
Mind” on women and mental
health Wednesday at 6 p.m. in
Room 2E10 in the Memorial
Student Center.
I would encourage students
with interests in women’s
studies, psychology and mental health to attend. It is sure to
be informative to all.
Contact Brittany at shamblin16@live.marshall.edu for
more information on all of
the Women’s History Month
events sponsored by WSSA or
for information about joining
the organization.
Jocelyn Gibson can be
contacted at gibson243@
marshall.edu.
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No place like Oz? Disney bets audiences are ready to return

COURTESY OF DISNEY | MCT

In Disney's "Oz The Great and Powerful," Oscar Diggs (James Franco) and the witch
Theodora (Mila Kunis) travel the Yellow Brick Road on their way to The Emerald City.
By STEVEN ZEITCHIK

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
Barely a mile from where
James Franco, the wizard in
Disney's new "Oz: The Great
and Powerful," was recently
giving interviews sat a billboard touting a middle-school
stage production. "'The Wizard
of Oz' is coming!" it proclaimed,
an endearing promotion that
the master shyster himself
might appreciate. Down the
street, some of Hollywood's
top actors were talking up their
$200 million plus production
of "Oz," but inside these halls
pre-adolescent cowardly lions
and scarecrows were dutifully
rehearsing their numbers.
For untold millions, "The
Wizard of Oz" — the 1939 MGM
musical, but also the 14 Ozthemed L. Frank Baum books
that preceded it — has always
been there, as much universal
truth as pop entertainment. Its
central hook, of a Technicolor
world that lies just beyond
childhood, has been harbored
by kids the world over, just as
its no-place-like-home message
has often dawned on filmgoers,
less ceremoniously, later in
adulthood.
And beginning on Friday,
ready or not, "Oz" will be
roused from a story within to a
swirl all around.
Bigger and slicker than anything Judy Garland might have
dreamed of, "Oz: The Great and
Powerful" boasts a number
of prominent names: "SpiderMan" director Sam Raimi, "Alice
in Wonderland" producer Joe
Roth, Pulitzer-winning playwright David Lindsey-Abaire
(he co-wrote the script),
enough well-known actors to
fill a Dark Forest.
Taking
Baum's
thinly
sketched references to a carnival huckster named Oscar

Diggs, they fill in the outlines
with a story of a man, selfish
but not indecent, who in 1905
is plucked by a tornado from
his dreary con-man life in Kansas to a place of whimsy and
saturated color, where he is
improbably called on to save a
people. It is, as Roth and Raimi
are keen to emphasize, a prequel to rather than a remake of
the 1939 movie. (Rights to that
are owned by Warner Bros.;
Baum's work is in the public
domain.)
"We are trying to capture the
magic of Baum's books using
a 21st-century film language,"
Roth said. "There is nothing
that came before that really
tells us 'Who is this guy and
how did he get here?'"
Still, this "Oz" will be divisive.
The more generous will view it
as an important entry in the Oz
canon, a visually stunning parable about the nature of faith
and the politics of grass-roots
revolution (seeking meaning
in the role of Glinda the Good
Witch, Michelle Williams said,
she ad-libbed a quote from Che
Guevara). The more skeptical
will see a giant media conglomerate spending liberally on a
familiar tale of becoming, and
trying to recoup its investment
with a famous title and premium 3-D ticket prices.
It should be noted that
Baum's original wizard was not
called "The Great and Powerful." He was called "The Great
and Terrible," but that might
have been a little too much of
a gift to curmudgeonly movie
reviewers. The wizard does,
however, have some deep flaws
and, in Raimi's conception,
tries to overcome them. "This is
a story of a man who wanted to
be great but didn't know how,"
the director said.
New Oz tales inevitably evoke

strong feelings — witness the
early reception to Disney's
1985 fantasy sequel "Return
to Oz," or the entirety of the
reception to 1978's critically
panned film adaptation of the
Broadway show "The Wiz." To
tinker with "Oz" is to mess not
just with a movie but with a
feeling, and who wants some
Hollywood sharpie doing that?
Yet it would be too simple to
say there's no cultural room for
another story about the Land
of Oz. After all, there is Stephen
Schwartz's "Wicked," and even
the 1939 film wasn't the first
cinematic adaptation of Baum's
book. But mainly it's because,
in genres that include sciencefiction and mob films, many
very good new stories are the
result of someone rediscovering a great old place. And there
are few greater old places than
Baum's Oz.
Lyman Frank Baum took the
long way to writing "The Wizard of Oz." Before he devised his
tale of scarecrows and tin men,
he worked, in no particular
order, as an actor, a door-todoor-salesman, a choral singer,
a newspaper editor and a convenience-store operator. That
last one, in a drought-smacked
part of South Dakota, served as
the inspiration for Dorothy's
Kansas.
"Oz: The Great and Powerful"
comes from a less dilettantish
place: a producer meeting. In
2009, "The Whole Nine Yards"
screenwriter Mitchell Kapner
pitched Roth and his colleagues
his long-held idea for an origin
story about the wizard. The
producer bit.
Of course, moving a megabudget film forward in
Hollywood is about as easy as
getting a munchkin to dunk a
basketball. Sam Mendes was
interested in directing, but was

Apple loses title of most
valuable company to Exxon
By JEREMY C. OWENS

SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS
(MCT)
Apple's most recent stock
weakness on Monday cost the
tech giant its title of most valuable U.S. company in terms of
market capitalization.
In Monday's trading session on Wall Street, Apple Inc.
shares dropped 2.4 percent to
about $420, giving the company a market capitalization
_ the total value of all available shares — of $394 billion.
Shares of Exxon Mobil Corp.
fell 0.5 percent to $88.95, but
the oil giant still managed to
overtake Apple with a market
cap of $400.5 billion.
Apple fell as low as $419 to
establish a 52-week low before

Bridge

Continued from Page 1
According to College at
Home, four out of five students
do not feel their K-12 education prepared them to pursue a
degree in math or science. Dennison said most of the students

closing slightly higher, and the
company's market cap sank
lower than $400 billion for the
first time since the company's
record-breaking holiday quarter at the end of 2011 first
vaulted it to the title over Exxon.
Apple then went on a wild ride
that gave it the highest market cap of any U.S. company in
history, without adjusting for
inflation, as its stock price rose
as high as $705.07.
Since hitting that peak on
Sept. 21 — the day the iPhone
5 was released in the United
States — shares have been in a
nose-dive amid worries about
Apple's production capabilities
and doubts about its ability to
continue to innovate beyond its
current product lineup. Apple's
in Summer Bridge are there for
the math program.
Rebecca Sanders, freshman
communications
disorders
major from Franklin Furnace,
Ohio, said she felt her high
school prepared her for college.
“I think high schools are
changing their curriculum
to more of a preparatory

announcement of more record-breaking revenues in the
2012 holiday quarter were not
enough to quell doubts, and
Exxon overtook Apple for a day
in January immediately following that earnings report.
Apple regained its title in the
next trading session and has retained it since, but another bout
of weakness pushed the oil giant
back in front Monday. From the
end of trading Feb. 22 through
Monday, Apple stock has declined almost 7 percent after an
investor lawsuit that affected
last week's annual shareholders meeting and a ruling Friday
that nearly halved the gigantic
patent-infringement judgment
it won in a landmark court battle with Samsung.
curriculum for college instead
of a preparatory curriculum for
life,” Sanders said.
College at Home also reported
eight out of 10 high school graduates believe they are ready for
college, yet only 56 percent of
students pursuing a four-year
degree graduate within six years.
Marshall is hoping the
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sidelined by his commitment
to "Skyfall." Sam Raimi, the
genre-fan favorite who is also
behind cult hits "Evil Dead"
and "Darkman," was eventually
hired, as was Lindsey-Abaire, to
streamline the script and add a
layer of character. At that point
Robert Downey Jr. agreed to
play the wizard, though as the
months in development wore
on, the actor's desire for silvertongued improvisation clashed
with Raimi's need for meticulous preparation. "It was clear
through all these meetings that
this wasn't going to work," Roth
said.
After a flirtation with Johnny
Depp, producers brought on
Franco, along with Rachel
Weisz as the evil witch Evanora,
Mila Kunis as the good-gonebad witch Theodora and
Williams as all-around goodie
Glinda. Franco said he liked the
idea of taking a familiar world
but "using a different kind of
protagonist." Asked whether
the familiarity of the Oz setting
gave him any pause, he said,
"There's so much of Baum's
world that hadn't been touched.
To let that lie dormant because
people like the musical is silly."
The success of Roth and Tim
Burton's "Alice in Wonderland"
in 2010 further convinced Disney that there was room for an
effects-era version of a classic.
"Oz" — fittingly — was greenlit.
The finished film has Diggs
on the run from the wicked
witches — Weisz evils things
up using her native British accent, noting in an interview
she thought about slipping in
an American one to show her
character was posing — and
meeting his own band of misfits
along the way. (They include
a Zach Braff-voiced monkey
who becomes his sidekick and
a miniature porcelain character

Session

named China Girl, fleshed out
from a Baum allusion.)
Ultimately, Diggs must call
upon his skills as a magician
to create a sleight of hand to
defeat the witches. In a clever
inversion, the wizard is now
the one who must muster courage, find a heart and locate his
brains, with Glinda helping him
along the way.
"Like the Wizard, we wanted
the Glinda character to struggle," said Williams, who read
most of Baum's books before
shooting, transcribing notes
and thoughts in a "Glinda notebook." "There's no discovery if
there's no struggle," she added
of her character, a heroine to
the misfits of Oz.
Filmgoers will be quick to
note "Oz's" look. Production
designer Robert Stromberg,
no stranger to big effects from
movies like "Avatar" and "Alice
in Wonderland," wanted to go
a different route than he did on
those movies and avoid green
screens when possible. He and
Raimi had seven soundstages,
some the size of football fields,
built across metro-area Detroit,
the un-Oz-like place where the
movie was shot, for tax-incentive purposes. The results can
be seen in the film — especially in its piece de resistance
opening, which uses a blackand-white palette and a smaller
aspect ratio to heighten the oldtimey vibe.
But will "Great and Powerful" feel like the "The Wizard of
Oz"?"
It's not a simple question.
For starters, there is no Dorothy, and very few songs. There
are some references to Fleming's movie — Diggs calls an
attacking lion a coward — but
they are deployed sparingly. In
fact, Kapner's initial version
contained more references, and

Disney executives also pushed
for more. But Raimi and Roth
pushed back, wanting the film
to stand on its own. (Williams
said Raimi instructed the cast
to "stay away from anything
that was conspicuously related" to the MGM film.)
Unlike much of what's come
before, there is also comedy.
Franco plays his part with an
arched eyebrow, tossing in
under-his-breath
references
whose effect is heightened
by Raimi's close-ups. "There
are certain things you have to
render to make it feel like Oz,"
he said. "But a more mature
protagonist allows for a more
knowing performance. I didn't
want adults to have to feel like
they had to go back to childhood to enjoy this."
This "Oz" also contains
a yellow-brick road and an
Emerald City, but they come
courtesy of some non-Ozian
influences (Stromberg said he
looked at "Metropolis") and are
also unmistakably of a piece
with current-day Disney confections. The monkeys fly at
your head, the butterflies flap
their colorful wings in front of
your eyes, the waterfalls gush
vertiginously.
"I like to push things, and
I know I sometimes get criticized for that," Stromberg said.
"But I want to be satisfied that
whoever's buying a ticket goes
on a visual journey."
This could provoke purists,
who will say any "Oz" that puts
such a premium on design
ignores the story's soul. But
Stromberg said skeptics should
examine the history.
"If you really wanted to analyze the original 'Oz,' it's big
backing painted with gumdrop
hills. There's a really fabricated
feel to everything. My question
is 'Why is this any different?'"

Continued from Page 1
This will be the first year the
informational session has been
given at Marshall.
“We encourage any student
who just wants to gather information or who is very
intrigued by a career in foreign affairs, to attend the
information session.” Stoler
said. “There will be a time for
questions and answers after
the presentation, so students
should feel free to ask for more
information while they are
here and accessible.”
Stoler said the more information the students have, the
better equipped they are to decide if a particular career might
be right for them.
The United States Department of State information
session will be in Room BE5 in
the Memorial Student Center,
Wednesday at 7 p.m.
Haylee Roberts can be
contacted at roberts215@
marshall.edu.

Summer Bridge and other
projects will help its students
graduate on time and feel prepared for the road ahead.
The Summer Bridge Program
will take place July 8-18 and
July 22 through August 2.
Taylor Stuck can be contacted at stuck7@marshall.
edu.
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“MOVE FAST AND BREAK THINGS.
UNLESS YOU ARE BREAKING STUFF, YOU ARE
NOT MOVING FAST ENOUGH.”

EDITORS’ PICKS | TOP 10 ARCHIAC SOCIAL NETWORKS
1. MySpace

6. Purevolume

2. George +

7. FourSquare

3. DeviantART

8. Virb

4. Xanga

9. Neopets

5. Stickam

10. LiveJournal
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